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OMG! The obsession with acronyms 
by government bodies just keeps 
going. The recent introduction of 
the three E’s - ETIAS, ETA, and EES - 
has left many travellers scratching 
their heads, desperately asking for 
help… ASAP!

The fact that these acronyms are so 
similar in spelling doesn’t make it any easier 
to tell them apart - adding to the confusion. 
But there are important differences that 
travellers need to know about. Depending 
on your nationality and status, one or more 
of these new abbreviations could affect your 
upcoming travel plans.  

ETA - UK
Visitors to the UK need an Electronic Travel 
Authorisation (ETA) if they don’t need a 
visa for short stays of up to six months, and 
if they don’t already have UK immigration 
status. This includes European nationals, as 
well as US and Canadian citizens.  

The ETA allows you to travel to the UK. It’s 
not a visa, so it doesn’t automatically grant 
entry. Applying for an ETA is straightforward. 
You just need to use the online GOV.UK 
portal or the dedicated app, providing your 
biographic, biometric, and contact details. 
There are also a few quick questions about 
your suitability and criminal history.  

Like the US’s ESTA programme, once issued, 
the ETA is electronically linked to your passport. 

Travel Smarter: Mastering 
The New ‘E-Word’ Rules

If you replace your passport, you’ll need to 
apply for a new ETA. Keep in mind, being denied 
an ETA doesn’t automatically cancel your trip. 
Instead, you’ll need to apply for a regular visa, 
such as a visitor visa, for the Home Office to 
review your case in more detail.

EES - SCHENGEN
Starting 12 October, 2025, the European 
Union’s new Entry/Exit System (EES) will 
gradually roll out at border crossings, with full 
implementation by April 10, 2026. This digital 
border system will change the way non-EU 
nationals (including British citizens) travel to 
the Schengen area for short stays.

Along with providing their name, 
nationality, and passport details, travellers 

Acronym Name Description Link Date of 
introduction Nationals affected Action required Cost

ETA Electronic 
Travel 
Authorisation

Electronic 
Travel 
Authorisation

gov.uk/eta/
apply

Live since 
early 2025.

Over 80 nationalities 
including United 
States, Canada and 
all European states 
travelling to the UK.

When applying 
online or via the UK 
ETA app, have your 
travel document and 
payment method ready. 
You’ll need to provide 
personal details, an 
email address, and 
payment via credit/
debit card, Apple Pay, or 
Google Pay.

£16

EES Entry/Exit 
System 

Digital border 
control 
system

travel-europe.
europa.eu/ees

To be 
introduced 12 
October 2025.

All non-EU nationals 
(including British 
citizens) travelling to 
the Schengen area 
for a short stay.

You won’t need 
to provide any 
information before 
traveling. If flying into 
a Schengen country, 
EES checks will be 
done upon arrival. 
These checks may 
take a few minutes, so 
be prepared to wait 
during busy times.

Free

ETIAS Electronic 
Travel 
Information 
Authorisation 
System

Pre-travel 
authorisation 
scheme

travel-europe.
europa.eu/
etias

To be 
introduced in 
late 2026.

Non-EU nationals 
from 59 visa-exempt 
countries travelling 
to 30 European 
countries.

When applying next 
year, you'll need your 
travel document and 
payment method. 
You’ll be asked for 
personal details. 
Applications can be 
submitted through the 
official ETIAS website 
or mobile app. 
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will register biometric data - such as 
fingerprints and facial scans. You don’t need 
to do anything before arriving at the border, 
and there’s no cost for EES registration.  

The system will replace manual passport 
stamping and will help the EU track when you 
arrive and how long you stay. It’s also designed 
to detect those who stay longer than the 
allowed 90 days within a 180-day period.  

While some delays may occur initially as 
travellers and border staff get used to the 
new technology, EES aims to make border 
control smoother and more efficient in the 
longer-term. Each passenger registration 
is valid for three years. During that time, 
non-EU nationals will only need to provide 
their fingerprint or photo when entering and 
leaving, rather than re-registering each time.

ETIAS - SCHENGEN
Good news: the European Travel 
Information and Authorisation System 
(ETIAS) won’t be operational until late 
2026. Once it launches, nationals of 59 visa-
exempt countries (including the US, UK, 
and Canada) will need to obtain pre-travel 
authorisation to enter the Schengen area.  

The 30 Countries In The 
Schengen Area Are:
Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech 

Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, 
Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, 
Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, 
Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, 
Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, 
Sweden, and Switzerland.

This authorisation will be linked to your 
passport and valid for up to three years 
or until your passport expires, whichever 
comes first.  

Since border checks will still happen, 
having a valid ETIAS doesn’t guarantee entry. 
However, under normal circumstances, you’ll 

be allowed to enter these countries as often 
as you want for short stays - usually up to 90 
days within a 180-day period.  

Don’t Suffer From FOMO
Acronyms can sometimes hide how 
important the actual rules are. But don’t 
let these “E-words” pass you by. Travelling 
across borders is never straightforward, and 
regulations are constantly changing. Taking a 
moment to check if pre-arrival authorisation 
is needed could save you from missing out - 
or worse, FOMO.


